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! Joshua son of Nun dispatched two men — spies — from Shittim, secret-
ly saying, “Go, observe the land and Jericho."* So they went and arrived

at the house of a womnan innkeeper * whose name was Rahab, and slept there.
2t was told to the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men have come here

this night from the Children of Israel lo spy out the land.”

3 The king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have
come to you, who have come to your house, for they have come to spy out the
entire land.” ¢ The woman had taken the two men and had hidden them. She
said, “It is true; the men did come lo me, but | do not know from where they are.
5 When the city gate was about o close at dark, the men went out; 1 do not know
where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you can ouvertake them!" ¢ But
she had brought them up to the roof and hidden themn in the stalks of flax that
had been arranged for her on the roof.

1 So the men pursued them in the direction of the Jordan to the crossings; and
they closed the gate soon after the pursuers had gone out after them.*

& They had not yet gone to sleep when she came up to them on the roof. ® She
said to the men, “I know that HASHEM has given you the land, * and that fear of
you has fallen upon us, and all the inhabitants of the land have dissolved
because of you; *° for we have heard how HASHEM dried up the waters of the Sea
of Reeds for you when you went forth from Egypt and what you did to the two
kings of the Amorites who were across the Jordan — to Sihon and to Og —
whom you utterly destroyed. ' We heard and our hearls melted — no spirit
remained in any man because of you — for HASHEM, your God, He is God in the
heavens above and on the earth below.  Now, T beseech you, swear lo me by
HASHEM, since | have done kindness with you, that you too will do(indnesdywith
my father's household and give me a trustworthy countersign, ' that you will
keep alive my father, my mother, my brothers, and my sisters, and all that is
theirs, and that you will save our souls from death.”

14 Then the men said to her, “Our souls will die instead of yours, * if you do
not relate this discussion of ours. And it will be when HASHEM gives us the land
that we will do kindness and truth with you.™

15 She lowered them by the rope through the window, [or her house was in a
wall of the fortification, and she lived in the fortification. ¢ She said to them, "Go
to the mountain, lest the pursuers encounter you. Conceal yourselves there for
three days until the pursuers turn back; then you may continue on your way. "

17 The men said to her, “"We are absolved from this oath of yours which you
made us swear [unless]: '8 Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie
this cord of scarlet thread in the window through which you lowered us; and
your father and your mother and your brothers and your father’s entire house-
hold you shall bring in to you, into the house. 19 Then it shall be that anyone who
leaves the doors of your house for the outside, his blood will be on his head, and
we will be absolved. But regarding anyone who will be with you inside the
house, his blood will be on our head, if a hand will be {laid] upon him. 2 But if
you relate this discussion of ours, we will be absolved of your oath that you
have made us swear.” 2' She said, “As you say, so it is.” She sent them forth,
and they went; and she tied the cord of scarlet thread in the window.

2 They went and arrived al the mountain and stayed there three days until
the pursuers lurned back; the pursuers searched along the entire way but they
did not find [them].

2 The two men then returned and descended from the mountain;
they crossed [the Jordan] and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him

all that had happened to them. ** 1T
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More about Rachav:
1327 un — The Rabbis taughtina Baraisa: nwomDw)yaax
n%w3 17 — THERE WERE FOUR WOMEN OF EXCEPTIONAL BEAUTY!E
IN THE WORLD: \INDK) (377 717351 17¢ — SARAH, (ABIGAIL,

RACHAV) AND ESTHER I'7)
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1MpR — [THE RABBIS] SAID: bR IRYIWYI ANWM Ny M
m¥Mn — SHE WAS TEN YEARS OLD WHEN ISRAEL LEFT EGYPT,
13792 YW AW MW n (53] 1NN — AND SHE ENGAGED IN
HARLOTRY THE ENTIRE FORTY YEARS THAT ISRAEL WAS IN THE
WILDERNESS
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wpx KY my mwpx 1oexT — It is to intimate that they {the
Canaanite men] could not even achieve an erection of the male
organ.ill Ay xy» — And how did {Rachav] know this?
11 apx7 — For the master said: 31 7 73 77 P — THERE
WAS NOT A SINGLE RULER OR LEADER anywhere 311 5y X3 k9w
o — THAT DID NOT COHABIT WITH RACHAV THE HARLOT.
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12 You stretched out Your right hand — the earth swallowed them.

3 With Your kindness You guided this people that You redeemed; You led
with Your might to Your holy abode.

14 Peoples heard* — they were agitated; terror gripped the dwellers of
Philistia.

15 Then the chieftains of Edom were confounded, trembling gripped the
powers of Moab, all the dwellers of Canaan dissolved.

16 May fear and terror befall them, at the greatness of Your arm may they be
still as stone; until Your people passes through, HAsHEM — until this people You
have acquired passes through.

1 You will bring them and implant them on the mount of Your heritage, the
foundation of Your dwelling-place that You, HASHEM, have made — the Sanctu-
ary, my Lord, that Your hands established.

18 HASHEM shall reign for all eternity!
19 When Pharaoh's cavalry came with his chariots and horsemen into the sea

and HASHEM turned back the waters of the sea upon them, the Children of Israel
walked on the dry land amid the sea.
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Come and see. The Holy One, blessed be He, brought
Jethro near to Himself but did not choose him. He brought
Rahab near but did not choose her.? Happy are these whom
He brought near to Himself even though He did not

choose them|
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11 A man who shall lie with his father's wife will have uncovered his father’s
sharne; the two of them shall be put to death, their blood is upon themselves.

12 A man who shall lie with his daughter-in-law, the two of them shall be put
to death; they have committed a perversion, their blood is upon themselves.

13 A man who lies with a man as one lies with a woman, they have both done
an abomination; they shall be put to death, their blood is upon themselves.

14 A man who shall take a woman and her mother, it is a depraved plol; they
shall burn him and them in fire, and there shall not be depravity among you.

15 A man who shall lie with an animal shall be put lo death; and you shall kill
the animal. '8 And a woman who approaches any animal for it to mate with
her, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall be pul lo death, their
blood is upon them.

17 A man who shall take his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter
of his mother, and he shall see her nakedness and she shall see his nakedness,
itis a and they shall be cut off in the sight of the members of their
people; he will have uncouvered the nakedness of his sister, he shall bear his

iniquity.
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She has no fear of the snow for her household
Because her entire household

is clothed in scarlet wool.
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7NN MW ‘3 MK — AFTER attaining FIFTY
YEARS of age SHE CONVERTED to Judaism. 173K — SHE SAID to
God: % Sinm xm — LET ME BE FORGIVEN  1bn ban nawa
©'nWol — INREWARD FOR THE ROPE, THE WINDOW AND THE FLAX.1?
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The Gemara comments:
NN NPINRTYY INDX KT 1xn% — According to the one who
said that Esther was of greenish (i.e. sallow) complexion, and
appeared beautiful to Achashveirosh only by dint of Divine
intervention,l® NW1YMYNI INDR PEN — weare to omit Esther
from the list and insert Vashti in her place.

Another Baraisa about Rachav:
12100 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: npamapwaany =
RACHAV INSPIRED LUST WITH HER NAME, i.e. by merely mentioning
her name one was driven to lust, 7713 Sy1 — YAEL WITH HER
VOICE, mnT213 71K — ABIGAIL, BY REMEMBERING HER,
Aannx93 YIRY N2 Yam — MICHAL DAUGHTER OF SAUL, WITH HER
APPEARANCE.

The Gemara adds:
payri3y mx — R’ Yitzchak said: 1 10 2017 207 KA b3
— Whoever says “Rachav, Rachav” will immediately emit a
seminal discharge. 1pM137 mb 1nx - Rav Nachman said to
[R’ Yitzchak]: % npax K91 307 207 KPRy KK = 1 say
‘Rachav, Rachav’ and [ am not concerned [that anything might
happen]!” mY mx - [R’ Yitzchak] said to him: XPnRXR 2
nan ay T — “When 1said that repeating Rachav’s name will
cause a discharge 1 was referring to one who knows her and is
familiar with her.”0®

W6 [ @Me&nu/ﬂ.

The Gemara questions Rav Nachman’s second teaching:

belpb! 27h RIP RPY 27 WMWK — R’ Eina the Elder challenged
R’ Nachman from the following Baraisa: B @3l anny
MM 307 IRYY DA — EIGHT PROPHETS WHO WERE KOHANIM
DESCENDED FROM RACHAY, THE INNKEEPERY! 171 17X) — AND
THESE ARE THEY: Yxmin mphn nmr mpma anw ;ng mn
mbw) — NERYAH, BARUCH, SERAYAH, MACHSEIYAH, JEREMIAH,
CHILKIAH, CHANAMEL, AND SHALUM. 717711 [ 2mx A7 *37
AN MM 2T YW IR NN AR - R’ YEHUDAH SAYS: EVEN
CHULDAH THE PROPHETESS WAS A DESCENDANT OF RACHAV, THE
INNKEEPER, as indicated by the following verses: :X3i am3
#mpn 12, — IT IS WRITTEN HERE regarding Chuldah: SON OF
TIKVAR.B9  »mw3 v Npn-ny, oo 2N — AND IT IS
WRITTEN ELSEWHERE regarding Rachav: THE CORD [tikvas] OF
SCARLET THREAD.!? Since Chuldah numbered among the progeny
of Rachav, how can Rav Nachman say that she descended from
Joshua?
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41 kg — One day  XYT713 3 000 Xp AN — R’ Yochanan
was swimming in the Jordan river. hp w1 AN — Reish
Lakish, who was then a highwayman, saw him, RITTY MW
mnax — and jumped into the Jordan after him.t7 ' "mK
- [R’ Yochanan] beheld this display of vitality and said to him,
xnnIKY 99m — “Your strength belongs to the Torah!” nnx
15 — [Reish Lakish] said to him, w39 775w — “Your beauty
belongs to women!” % "y — [R Yochanan] said to him,
AR DTHID T M IUU M LLECPLML YU vy 0 s etET

I will give you my sister in marriage, RPR XBYT — who is
more beautiful than L” 9y ap — [Reish Lakish] accepted
this upon himself. maxn mnxY 17y 'wa— [Reish Lakish]
then wanted to return to retrieve his clothes ¥ x5 — but
was unable to muster the strength to do so.l® n"ajl‘lzxs Rhb)
mmnx) — [R’ Yochanan] afterwards taught him Scriptﬁre and
Mishnah X317 K723 mw) — and made him into a great man.

(7'6) i Go) A

by

The narrative continues:
sn Xpt — One day, many years later, Rw7T 13 YN NI -
they were disputing the following point in the study hall: The
Mishnah states:®  {1agm 1apm qued — THE SWORD AND THE
KNIFE AND THE HUNTING-SPEAR ¥} baps 11 b M) — AND
THE military SPEAR AND THE HAND-SICELE AND THE HARVESTING
SICKLE: nxmw pbapn sy — From what point are they
capable of becoming famei? 1naxom 3 nywn — Itis from
the time of the completion of their production. 3 DRI
1noxom — And when is the completion of their production?
~mix }mir 127 — R’ Yochanan says: w332 np7¥iwn — From
when [the metal utensils] are tempered in a furnace.*® v
sng wiph— Reish Lakish says: om23 jnynywn — From when
they are polished with water.2i  mb mx — [R’ Yochanan]
said to [Reish Lakishl: yT mnnooba nxweh — “A thief
knows the tools of his thievery.”®! mb “nx — [Reish Lakish]
replied to him, 7 Ny R - “And how have you benefited
me? 9i1pra1ony — There among the thieves, they called me
‘Rabbi,’ i.e. I was their leader, 1 37p 127 K37 — and here they
call me ‘Rabbi.’ "® mh nr — [R Yochanan] said to him,
7% 'k — “I benefited you TOWT 1933 NOR ANANRET — in
that I brought you under the wings of the Divine Presence!”
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It is our duty to praise the Master of all, to ascribe greatness to

the Molder of primeval creation, for He has not made us like
the nations of the lands and has not emplaced us like the families of the
earth; for He has not assigned our portion like theirs nor our lot* like
all their multitudes. (For they bow™ to vanity and emptiness and pray

Bow while reciting
‘But we bend our knees.’

to a god which helps not.?) But we bend our
knees, bow, and acknowledge our thanks before

the King Who reigns over kings, the Holy One, Blessed is He. He
stretches out heaven and establishes earth’s foundation,* the seat of His
homage is in the heavens above and His powerful Presence is in the
loftiest heights. He is our God and there is none other. True is our
King, there is nothing beside Him, as it is written in His Torah: "You
are to know this day and take to your heart* that HASHEM is the only

God — in heaven above and on the earth below —Yiere is none other.”
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